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moved with his family to San Francisco, where
he joined his brother Horace [q.v.]t already en-
gaged in flour milling. For a time he served as
president of the board of education of San Fran-
cisco. In 1882 he returned to Cambridge, Mass,,
where he henceforth made his home. He aban-
doned active business pursuits, and devoted his
leisure time to research, particularly in the field
of American colonial history. Among his ear-
liest contributions, in 1887, were chapters in
Justin Winsor's Narrative and Criiical History
of America: "Canada and Louisiana" (vol. V,
pp. 1-63) and "The Indians and the Border
Warfare in the Revolution" (vol. VI, pp. 605-
47). His antiquarian interest soon centered upon
the history of currency and banking experiments
in the-colony of Massachusetts; on these topics
he wrote many papers and monographs which
showed exhaustive research in original docu-
ments, diaries, and account books. He was a
member of the American Antiquarian Society,
Massachusetts Historical Society, Colonial So-
ciety of Massachusetts, New-England Historic
Genealogical Society, and Fellow of the Amer-
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences. The re-
sults of his studies were first presented before
these societies, and in printed form are to be
found scattered in their proceedings. The stud-
ies dealing with colonial currency were incor-
porated into an extended treatise, "Currency
and Banking in the Province of the Massachu-
setts Bay," which appeared in Publications of
the American Economic Association (Pt. J,
"Currency," ser. 3, vol. I, December 1900, pp.
692-1173; Pt II, "Banking," ser. 3, vol. II,
May 1901, pp. 293-632). He performed a use-
ful and lasting service in editing reprints of
pamphlets which appeared in the early eigh-
teenth century in Massachusetts in connection
with the currency controversy. These appeared
as: Tracts Relating to the Currency of the Mas-
sachusetts Bay, 1682-1720 (1902) ; and The Co-
lonial Currency Reprints, 1682-1751, four vol-
umes in Publications of the Prince Society (Bos-
ton, 1910-11). In this latter collection there are
fifty-eight reprints, to which Davis added many
notes. He also prepared a monograph for the
National Monetary Commission on "The Origin
of the National Banking System1' (published as
Senate Document No. 582, 61 Cong. 2 Sess.,
1910), and "Certain Old Chinese Notes or Chi-
nese Paper Money" (Proceedings of the Amer-
ican Academy of Arts and Sciences for June
1915, vol. L, pp. 245-86).

Davis had a strong, alert personality, and im-
pressed some as brusque. His friends, however,
found him sympathetic and warm-hearted. The
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brief tribute of the Council of the Colonial So-
ciety of Massachusetts summed up his charac-
teristics as: "Blunt, witty, sagacious, generous,
tender-hearted, and dependable." He married
Henrietta Parker Whitney Oct. 23, 1862, and
had four children.

[H. H. Edes in Proc. Mass. Hist. $oc., LIII (1920),
141-45, and "Memoir" by Wm. Rosooe Thayer, in
Proc. Mass, Hist. Soc., LIV (1923), 304-11.]

D.R.D.

DAVIS, CHARLES HENRY (Jan. 16,1807-
Feb. 18, 1877), naval officer, born in Boston,
youngest of the thirteen children of Daniel Da-
vis, solicitor general of Massachusetts, and Lois
(Freeman) Davis, came of pure Now England
stock. He was accurately described by his friend,
Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont, as "a man of
science and a practical officer, keeping the love of
science subordinate to the regular duties of his
profession/' After preparation in the Boston
Latin School and two years at Harvard, he was
appointed midshipman, and sailed in January
1824 in the frigate United States for the west
coast of South America. There transferred to
the schooner Dolphin, he had the novel expe-
rience of a year's cruise in the South Seas.
After his return in 1827 he took his examina-
tion for lieutenant, standing vSixth of the thirty-
nine who passed, and was then m the Mediter-
ranean in the Ontario, 1829-32, flag lieutenant
in the Vinccnncs, 1833-35, and in the Indepen-
dence on a voyage to Russia and thence to lira-
zil, 1837-41. Between cruises he studied mathe-
matics at Harvard, and after this last cruise took
his degree. He was married in 1842 to Ilarriette
Blake Mills, daughter of Elijah Hunt Mills, and
maintained his home at Cambridge, Mass,, until
after the Civil War.

The next fifteen years were taken up with
scientific work connected with the navy. In
charge of the coast survey from Rhode Island
north, Davis made the first thorough study of
the dangerous waters around Nantucket; served
on numerousJiarbor commissions; and published
two notable scientific articles, "A Memoir upon
the Geological Action of the Tidal and Other
Currents of the Ocean" (Memoirs American
Academy, vol. IV, n.s. 1849), %&& "The Law of
Deposit of the Flood Tide" (Smithsonian Con-
tributions to Knowledge, vol. Ill, 1852). He
was a prime mover in establishing the American
Ephemeris and Nautical Almanac in 1849, and
supervised its publication at Cambridge until
1855 and again 1859-62* Enlisting the aid of
scientific leaders in this work, he brought the
navy into profitable cooperation with scientific
progress. He was one of the founders of the
National Academy of Sciences in 1863. Fro-
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